


 

Firstly, my apologies once again for the lack of information coming out to you. We have had some huge issues to 

overcome in the background for this trip - in particular - our transport plans and collecting in everyone's passport 

information and covid vaccination status. In relation to our travel plans, these were only confirmed on last Friday 

afternoon, please see info below.  

 

Transport: As I write, this issue has now largely been resolved. As with all our previous trips, we have had our coach 

booked from our suppliers, many years in advance. However, the coach company then need to book the coach onto 

the ferry. For some reason, P&O were being slow this year releasing the dates for their summer crossings. All became 

clear on the 17th of March, when P&O announced a major restructure of its business and recalled all its boats to port, 

you may have read about his at the time as it made worldwide news for weeks. From this point forward, it has been 

impossible to book alternative routes; for example, the Channel Tunnel (even with its £500 increase in cost). P&O 

would only commit to issuing the July / August routes in “mid-June”. At 2pm on Friday 17th June, the schedule was 

launched, and Steve and I spent a frantic few hours confirming time slots and making extra payments – but we are 

pleased to confirm that we have secured our ferry booking for both the coach and the equipment van. 

 

To say this is a relief to us is an understatement. We did have a “Plan B” in place, 

and that would have been enacted on Monday 20th June - where the remaining 57 

people would have been allocated to three separate flight bookings. Something 

that we did not want to do, due to the massive work load our end and the extra 

cost of approx £5k by not having our coach in resort with us and having more risk 

with flight cancellations which have become an issue over the last few weeks.  

 

I will confirm the exact departure times in a few weeks. However, they are expected to be the same as what we have 

already told you. We still plan to leave on the coach on Tuesday 26th July – early evening (approx 6pm meet) for an 

overnight crossing into France and then onto Switzerland. We plan to arrive back in the UK, in Romford around 9am / 

10am on Saturday 6th August. As you will know, due to our numbers, we are flying the 14 eldest Explorers, along with 

five adult Leaders. All updates about travel for these individuals will be communicated separately. However, these 

flights are now booked, and you will all be traveling from Gatwick to Geneva and then by train to Kandersteg.  

 

Covid Situation: Thank you to everyone getting the covid info to us. Unfortunately, this took weeks for some of you 

and drastically delayed us confirming plans for the trip. Frustratingly, some of you have still not sent the required (or 

correct) documents. Whilst it has helped to show that you have had two jabs for example, we actually need the travel 

passports - not a photo of screen shots or the little cards with a sticker on that you got from the Chemist. We will be 

emailing those that this affects in the next few weeks, again, this is causing us a lot of extra work.  

 

The biggest issue we have with Covid is that the rules are changing constantly. For those that were very quick to send 

the covid passport, you will be asked to send again, as they will not be in the date range. For those that sent the week 

after our request, and indeed up to 6 weeks after our request, they are now dated to November, so they are 

acceptable. Please do not send anything unless we ask you to do so.  

 

As you know, currently, France still requires two jabs to enter for under 18’s. Therefore, our 

advice if you have had one jab, then you should consider getting your second in the next few 

weeks. If you only have one jab or no jabs, then you are considered unvaccinated and can only 

enter France with a test done in the days beforehand. Again, this may change in the next few 

weeks but that is the current situation. Any tests that are required for entry into France, will 



be at your own cost. You will also require a test to be taken in Switzerland, for entry back into France for onward travel 

back to the UK on our return. There is no test requirement for entry back into the UK, it is only for movements into 

France. Again, we will email everyone that this applies to. We would rather you all use the same test process, as it will 

be us in Switzerland dealing with testing and uploading the status to receive the travel documents.  

 

New Health & Personal info form: We hope that this will go live in the next week. It is important that you read it 

carefully, respond to it quickly and complete the required information. Please do not email anything to us. All the info 

we require can be captured in the Google form. It is stored securely and compliant with GDPR. The form is quite 

lengthy and captures a lot of info that is important to us whilst your child is in our care for 12 days. 

 

The type of info required will be as follows: 

Personal details, name, home address, NHS number, Doctor 

Any medication taken 

Any special educational or additional needs we should be made aware of 

Contact details if different from parent’s main address 

Food allergies, and are you a vegan, gluten free, vegetarian, etc.  

 

Kit & Equipment List: This will also be released this week. It will cover everything you need for the expedition. It is 

important to remember though, we do not have an endless weight limit and we will have to stick to the 20kg per bag, 

plus your day rucksack, that will go with you on the coach or plane. We will have washing facilities on site. Explorers 

have been encouraged to wash out and rinse t-shirts and smaller items to reuse. We will supply washing powder. It is 

important to wear clothing that will dry easier in case of rain. For example, that is why no jeans are allowed (including 

shorts).  

 

You do not need to spend a fortune on equipment. Decathlon does some good kit and for most things, Go Outdoors 

will cover what you need. The one thing you should look at getting now if you do not have already, are walking boots. 

These should be slightly bigger than your normal shoe size, as when walking your feet will swell and you would 

normally use a thicker sock. If you have new boots, it is important to use them around the house and go for short walks 

to wear them in - before we get to the Mountains. 

 

Camping: As you may recall from the original info. We have the use of a building for our stay, which some people will 

be staying in to sleep, the rest of the building will be used as our base and will contain a Kitchen and dining area, 

although outside eating will also be an option as we do not all fit inside at once.  In the next week, we will email you 

to confirm if you are inside or outside. The only difference for participants will be if you are outside, you will need to 

bring a sleeping bag. If you are inside, you will have bedding supplied.  

 

Expedition Unit Meeting: We plan to have an Expedition Unit Meeting / get together on the evening of Sunday 17th 

July from 6pm to 8pm at the HQ of Unit X / 2nd Collier Row. This evening is for Young People and not parents. 

Although, if you would like to discuss any specific issue with us, please stay at the beginning and we will try and answer 

anything for you. The evening is important, and every effort should be made to attend.  

 

You will be required to bring your uniform, for a badge check, but you do not need to wear it. 

We will give out your UK scarf and your Expedition badges, luggage labels and your allocated 

trip number. Please do not lose them, as you will only get one scarf and there are no spares. 

You will also be given a number of expedition badges; one is for your uniform and you will get 

approx 5 extra badges. These are for swapping in Switzerland or maybe sewing one onto a 

camp blanket. 

 

During the evening we will run through some final details about the trip, such as menu, some activity updates, 

behaviour contract and also confirming your coach seat allocation, as this needs to be done now and not on the night 

we depart. More info will follow about this the week before, but please note the date now. 

 



Expedition Information pack: This will be ready in the next few weeks. It is hoped we 

can print this as well as emailing it. However, it is about 14 pages, so I am conscious of 

printing almost 1000 pages of info when it can be read via a PDF, but I appreciate a 

written document is easier sometimes. This will contain all the information you need for 

the trip. Lots of it has been discussed or shared previously, but this will bring everything 

into one place for you. 

 

Behaviour Contract: The booklet will have a copy of the behaviour contract in it. However, this will also be sent out 

beforehand. In the past, they were paper copies that each Young Person signed. To reduce our paper production, this 

will be done via a Google form. Although we have always done this in the past, Scout HQ has specifically asked that 

this is done for International camps post Covid. It is important that Young People understand the rules and procedures 

that are put in place for the success of this trip. We will have a total of 63 Young People away from home for 12 

days - that’s a lot of people and a long time on a Scout camp, particularly as we have not held an event like this since 

pre Covid days. 

 

Communications: Please make sure the K22@romfordscouts.org.uk email address is saved so that emails from us do 

not go to junk or spam. Sometimes information we send out may be time critical or important. We experienced some 

long delays in requesting passport and covid info. It is important now that over the next 5 weeks, parents respond to 

our requests as soon as possible. Please also make sure you have joined the K22 Facebook page as well, as we will also 

post that an email has gone out or share a link to relevant information. You can also change your notification 

settings on Facebook to make sure you get notified if we post something. 

 

Please click on or paste this link to join our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/734695313899863/members 
 

Expedition T-Shirts: Again, we are still waiting for some of you to complete your t-shirt order. It’s a simple google form 

that just requires your child’s “full name” and the “size”. Noting else…….. If you have not done this, please do so 

immediately. The link is on the email. I will spend another hour later this week, sending a separate email to everyone 

who has not replied with the size.  

 

Expedition Payments & Finance: As we move into the beginning of July, almost all of you should have now paid the 

balance for the trip. A lot of you moved over from Croatia, so you may have paid the balance some time ago. I have 

previously emailed you with an update a few months ago. I will try and do the same over the next week so that you 

can adjust your final payments as people started paying at all different times as they joined the trip later than others. 

We have also been advised of extra payments we need to make for the Expedition in relation to fuel surcharges, as 

you know the cost of fuel has risen massively over the last few months. This has now had a knock on affect to the cost 

of the coach (they use a lot of fuel), Ferry and our flights and we now have additional costs of £2,500.  

 

Expedition Insurance: This is now in place for the trip. Our insurance is with Unity. They are an insurance company 

that is owned by the Scout Association and therefore have first-hand knowledge of how International Scout trips work. 

In the next week, I will share the Insurance documentation with you. You are free to take out your own travel insurance 

if you feel any part of the cover is not adequate. There will be a note in the info pack about not bringing expensive 

items with you.  

 

Regards 

Andy 
Andrew Mann 

Kandersteg Expedition Leader 

 

E-Mail:    k22@romfordscouts.org.uk   
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